A podcast from the
CREATIVE RECOVERY NETWORK
about the power of arts and
culture in disaster preparedness
and recovery.

Creative Responders is a podcast that
explores the unique power of the arts
and creativity in disaster management.
Creative Responders shares stories
and insights from artists, emergency
management experts, creative leaders
and impacted communities from across
Australia as they prepare, respond and
recover from natural disaster.
In the new season, Scotia Monkivitch
from the Creative Recovery Network
shares four new stories from around
Australia exploring how the arts
can repair, rebuild and reunite
communities trying to make sense
of the unimaginable.

SEASON 2
Episodes 1 and 2 will release on
December 8 and December 15, 2020
with a short break over the festive season
resuming with episode 3 on January 5
and episode 4 on January 12, 2021.

Media contact:
Jill Robson
T: 0456 412 124
comms@creativerecovery.net.au

EP.1

GROWING NEW
POSSIBILITIES IN
THE SNOWY VALLEYS

Just down the road from the charred silence of the iconic
Sugar Pines Plantation in the Snowy Valleys, is the Pilot
Hill Arboretum, in the foothills of the Snowy Mountains of
New South Wales.
On 28 December 2020, exactly one year after the Dunns
Road Fire wrought havoc for 50 days, the Arbour Festival
will begin its own 50 day journey, transforming the
Arboretum with artworks, installations and events
designed to nurture and celebrate the region.
In this episode, we’ll take you inside the Arbour Festival
to explore the role event-based arts initiatives play in the
wake of disaster and how the arts can be a powerful
conduit for authentic community engagement in the
ritual of recovery.
We visit the Arboretum with author, Sulari Gentill, to hear
how she and a group of local writers are creating a forest
of talking trees — and how the Festival has become a
vehicle for a community-focused program that is
inclusive of the strong local arts community.

• Sulari Gentill, Arbour Festival artist and author
•	Vanessa Keenan, Arbour Festival Curator /
Managing Director, Acorn Creative Group
•	Tim Kurylowicz, Executive Director, Eastern
Riverina Arts
•	Charlie Taylor, Operations Manager, Forestry
Corp and Deputy Incident Controller, Dunns
Road Fire

Festival Curator Vanessa Keenan and Eastern Riverina
Arts’ Executive Director Tim Kurylowicz talk us through
the process of developing Arbour - how they’ve deftly
balanced the competing needs of a diverse range of
stakeholders; why it’s essential to centre the local
community as the first priority; and how the shared focus
of an arts festival provides myriad ways to reactivate
place-based relationships and bring people together to
make meaning of their experience.

EP.2

COMMUNITY-LED
RECOVERY IN A TIME OF
CASCADING DISASTERS

The Blacksmiths’ Tree is a stunning nine-metre steel and
copper gum tree which stands in the small town of
Strathewen, Victoria, as a memorial to the people and
communities impacted by Black Saturday and the 2009
Victorian bushfires.
The project began with designer and metal artist,
Amanda Grant, who coordinated a local and
international team of blacksmiths and volunteers to
create what has become an enduring symbol of hope,
resilience and connectedness.
In this episode, Amanda joins us to look at the different
roles of artist and facilitator, and what these roles
mean in a disaster recovery context. What role can
the arts play in community-led recovery? What does
a community-led project look like, and how can artists
facilitate authentic community engagement in their
work?
We also head to Central and Western Gippsland,
where three shire councils are collaborating with
Creative Recovery Network to support local artists
to develop community-led bushfire recovery projects,
with Amanda as lead mentor.

•	Amanda Grant, Lead Mentor, Creative
Recovery Network / Project Lead on
The Blacksmiths’ Tree
•	Robyn Duffy, Municipal Recovery Manager,
Latrobe City Council
• Linda Snell, Yinnar South Recovery Officer,
Latrobe City Council
•	Gulsen Ozer, Artist

We speak to Latrobe City Council’s Robyn Duffy and
Linda Snell about the important role of local government
in community recovery and we also hear from Gulsen
Ozer, one of the artists on the project. Gulsen shares her
insights on the current challenges of cascading disasters
and the creative solution found by the project team when
their community consultation process was interrupted by
Victoria’s Covid19 lockdown.

EP.3

STORYTELLING IN A
CHANGING CLIMATE:
INDIGENOUS ART
AND TOURISM ON THE
GREAT BARRIER REEF
•	Dustin Maloney, Dreamtime Dive & Snorkel
•	Gertrude Deeral, Artist, Elder from the
Dingaal clan and Traditional Owner of the
country around Lizard Island
•	Jiritju Fourmile, Traditional Owner and
climate activist

The climate crisis is one of the greatest disasters we may
ever witness. In the face of such enormous challenges,
what is the place for creativity and storytelling?
In this episode, guest producer Nicole Hutton takes
us to the Great Barrier Reef to hear how reef coast
Traditional Owners are using tourism, art and
storytelling as a proactive tool to open conversations
around climate change.
Nicole takes us out on the reef with Indigenous tour
operator, Dreamtime Dive & Snorkel, to speak with
Dustin Maloney about sharing stories from the reef
and how Traditional Owners being in control of tourism
happening on their own country is a critical step towards
climate justice for people on the frontlines of climate
change.
She visits the Hope Vale Arts and Cultural Centre where
artist and Dingaal clan Elder, Gertrude Deeral, shares
some of the ways elders in the Hope Vale community
have utilised art and storytelling as a way of passing
down complex layers of knowledge about their country,
ecosystem and culture.
We also look at some of the tensions between tourism
and conservation and hear from Jiritju Fourmile, a Yindiji
man from Gimuy, Cairns, about coral bleaching, the
cultural significance of the reef and the importance of
storytelling and tourism in generating a wider
understanding of the need for its protection.

EP.4

WORKING
SUSTAINABLY
IN COMMUNITY
PRACTICE
•	Silvano Giordano, Wilurarra Creative, CoDirector
•	BJ, Wilurarra Creative, Co-Director
•	June Moorhouse, CEO, Community Arts
Network
• Shona Erskine, Psychologist and Consultant

Arts workers in remote or trauma-impacted communities
are often sent in to complex environments with little
preparation or adequate peer support for the situations
they will encounter.
In this episode, we head to one of the most remote areas
of Australia - Warburton community, Western Australia
on Ngaanyatjarra Lands, where Silvano Giordano talks
to us about his experience as co-Director of Wilurarra
Creative - a community hub and arts studio dedicated
to creative programs for young Ngaanyatjarra people.
Silvano shares some of the systems of self-care and
sustainable practice he has developed over time, and his
co-Director, BJ, joins us to talk about the ways his
community approaches working relationships between
Ngaanyatjarra and non-Ngaanyatjarra people.
We also hear about Silvano’s participation in a
professional supervision pilot project - a collaboration
between Creative Recovery Network and Community
Arts Network (CAN), designed to draw on the experience
and wisdom of leading community arts and cultural
development workers to grow a deeper understanding
of the support needs for community-based practitioners
across Australia.
June Moorhouse, co-CEO of CAN joins us to talk about
the pilot project’s findings and how she believes the arts
sector is at an exciting turning point for driving change
towards new standards of practice and a framework to
better support practitioners in high performance work
environments.

SEASON 1
Released in October 2019.

EP.1

A SENSE OF SAFETY:
WHAT YOUNG PEOPLE
ARE CAPABLE OF IN
THE FACE OF DISASTER
• Jane Hayward, Principal, Strathewen
Primary School
•	Strathewen Primary School Students:
Liam Brereton, Rory Gravette, Scarlett
Harrison, Lachlan Seckol, Brodie Donoghue
• Lisal O’Brian, Arthurs Creek Strathewen
Fire Brigade
• Professor Lisa Gibbs, Director of the Jack
Brockhoff Child Health and Wellbeing
Program, University of Melbourne
•	Doctor Louise Phillips, Associate Professor
in Education at James Cook University,
Singapore

Children and young people hold a
potentially powerful place of leadership
within families and communities when
it comes to preparedness and recovery
from disasters. They are also among the
most vulnerable — both in the immediate
and ongoing recovery process.
When there aren’t always words to
express the enormity of an experience,
how can the arts provide a space for
sharing stories, building resilience,
reducing isolation, giving voice to
experience and making sense of
the unimaginable?
In this episode, we visit Strathewen
Primary School in rural Victoria to hear
from Principal Jane Hayward and a group
of Year 6 students about their innovative
approach to disaster preparedness
following Black Saturday and the 2009
Victorian bushfires.
We also speak to Professor Lisa Gibbs,
the lead researcher of Melbourne
University’s ‘Beyond Bushfires’ study,
about the importance of fostering
leadership, agency and selfdetermination among children in the face
of disaster and Doctor Louise Phillips
joins us to explore the role the arts play
in leading this evolution.

EP.2

CARING FOR COUNTRY:
INDIGENOUS LEADERSHIP
IN DISASTER MANAGEMENT

Indigenous peoples all over the world
have co-existed with large weather
events for centuries. But colonisation,
climate change and agricultural
modifications have all played a part in
disrupting the deep connection between
land and people, changing the impact
disasters have on a community.
When Cyclone Yasi hit the coast of
North Queensland in 2011, the Girringun
Aboriginal Corporation and its active
community of rangers and artists took
a position of leadership in the recovery
process and galvanised a devastated
community.
Girringun’s Founder and Executive
Officer Phil Rist shares the story of
their traditional-owner led organisation;
we take a tour around the renowned
Girringun Arts Centre with manager
Joann Russo; and we also hear from
Girringun Ranger Michael George and
Communications Officer Seraeah Wyles
about the interconnectedness of arts,
culture and country.

•	Phil Rist, Executive Officer, Girringun
Aboriginal Corporation
• Joann Russo, Arts Centre Manager,
Girringun Aboriginal Corporation
•	Michael George, Ranger, Girringun Aboriginal
Corporation
• Seraeah Wyles, Communications Officer,
Girringun Aboriginal Corporation

Through the story of Girringun, we
explore how this particular First Nations
community see their role in emergency
response and look at some of the issues
globally around best practice for
indigenous peoples leading the way
in disaster management.
This episode was produced in collaboration with
consulting producer, Boe Spearim.

EP.3

THE TIN SITTERS CLUB:
FARMING, CREATIVITY,
CONNECTION

Farming communities across Australia
are dealing with the slow-building
emergency of the worst drought the
country has ever experienced. When the
challenges of isolation, financial hardship
and psychological distress arise, how can
these communities make sense of the
unimaginable and work together to
build resilience?
We visit the small township of Sherlock
in South Australia, where Mark Thompson
shares the inner workings of the thong-ophone and how the Sherlock Musical
Playground project, and the combination
of art and storytelling, is bringing a
community together in tough times.
We hear from Swan Hill Regional Art
Gallery Director Ian Tully about farming
as creative work, and Verity MorganSchmidt, CEO of Farmers for Climate
Action about the intersection of climate
change and agriculture and her mission
to ensure farmers are a key part of the
solution to climate change.

• Mark Thompson, Designer and advocate for
men’s mental health
•	Ian Tully, Director, Swan Hill Regional Art
Gallery
• Verity Morgan-Schmidt, CEO, Farmers for
Climate Action

EP.4

ARTIST’S WELL-BEING:
SUSTAINING ARTISTS
WORKING WITH TRAUMA
IMPACTED COMMUNTIES

Artist’s Well-Being: Sustaining artists
working with trauma impacted
communties
When artist’s are called upon to work in
remote or trauma affected communities,
the impacts can be intense, usually
without access to the psychological
services available to other support
agencies. So how do artist’s find the
balance between dealing with a
community’s trauma and their own
self-care?
In this episode, we head into the beautiful
Jarrah Karri Marri forest in Western
Australia, walking among striking
charcoal sculptures with Fiona Sinclair,
manager of the Understory Art and
Nature Trail.
We also speak to seasoned arts worker
Karen Hethey and psychologist Shona
Erskine to ask the question — what can
artist’s do for themselves, but also, what
structural changes do we need to see in
the sector to make practice safer for
artists and community cultural
development workers?

• Fiona Sinclair, Manager of the Understory Art
and Nature Trail
• Karen Hethey, Community Arts and Cultural
Development worker
• Doctor Shona Erskine, Psychologist

IN
CONVERSATION
A series of one-on-one conversations
between Scotia Monkivitch and people
working on the frontlines of the arts and
emergency management sectors.
Released monthly from March September 2020.

EP.1

EP.2

EP.3

JOHN
LANE

JEREMY
SMITH

AMANDA
LAMONT

“I think as artists, we’re nothing if
not flexible, flexible in an imaginative
intellectual sense, you know, we kind
of think around problems, thinking
laterally about things in a different
imagine different ways of viewing a
problem and re creating representing
that problem with potentially positive
solutions.”

“The arts have always been nimble and
able to shape shift and be fit for purpose,
and it’s critical for that to be able to
continue and for the arts to be that glue
in times of crisis. Drawing connections
between creative practice, understanding
of culture, understanding of storytelling,
is the way that the arts can help bring
rigour and resolve to the way we bounce
back from what’s going on this year.”

“Art is important. We actually all know
that already. And the fact that we’re
not actually working harder to make
sure this is a really integral part of our our
programs, certainly in recovery, but also
in what we call our preparedness phase
in communities and understand what the
arts culture is like in a community before
a disaster and then working about how
we can bring that back and actually make
that even much stronger in a community.
I think it’s essential.”

John Lane is the Artistic Coordinator for
the Festival for Healthy Living. He speaks
with Scotia from the Royal Children’s
Hospital in Melbourne and shares insights
from his career which encompasses a
timely intersection of health, education,
young people and the arts. John and
Scotia discuss the importance of artists
as lateral thinkers and problem solvers
particularly in light of new challenges
the world is facing as Covid-19 begins to
impact life, work and creative practice.

Scotia speaks with Jeremy Smith as he
exits his tenure with the Australia Council
to return to his hometown of Perth and a
new role with the Perth Institute of
Contemporary Arts (PICA). Jeremy shares
his experience working extensively across
festivals, youth arts, community, First
Nations and regional arts development
projects in a range of creative and
management roles. They also get into the
details of Community Arts and Cultural
Development practice and discuss
importance of what artists bring to the
table in a variety of corporate and and
creative contexts.

Whether in her capacity as a volunteer
firefighter, a lawyer, an international aid
worker or co-founder of the Australasian
Women in Emergencies Network, the
constant thread through Amanda
Lamont’s career is her deep passion for
social justice and her immense capacity
for leadership to make improvements to
people’s lives. Scotia and Amanda cover
a lot in this conversation, unpacking a
range of timely questions around
Australia’s approach to disaster
management that challenge the direction
of future development of community
recovery.

EP.4

EP.5

EP.6

KATE
SULAN

ALEX
KELLY

JOHN
RICHARDSON

“Rather than seeing children as
something to be managed, they were
a huge resource in that relief centre.
I think it’s a mistake to think of young
people and children as something to be
managed, they are definitely resources
with incredible offerings into this space”

“The reality is we are going to be facing
horrible crises that are going to have
terrible environmental impacts. But
the agency and the choice in that is
about how we treat each other. And
those choices about how we relate to
each other, how much we turn to each
other, how much we remain open to each
other — that’s going to be the difference
between totally horrific and traumatising
events and events where we can hold
each other through those storms.”

“We often talk about resilience as
bouncing back or bouncing forward,
but we’ve actually got to recognise that
disasters are transformative events for
people and may be small scale or may
be large scale. So a focus on resilience
building helps give people the capacity
to be able to transform and then lead
lives that they value living.”

Kate Sulan is a performance maker,
director, dramaturge and facilitator. She
is one of the artists working on the fiveyear ‘Refuge’ project at Arts House which
brings together emergency management,
artists, the community and local, regional
and international partners. In this
conversation, Kate shares her insights in
to the value that artists bring to their
collaboration with other sectors, the
importance of establishing a valuesystem and process that is inclusive and
flexible enough to meet multiple needs
within a community, and how the creative
thinking and energy of young people can
be harnessed as an important resource in
the emergency management process.

Alex Kelly is an art maker, organiser,
activist and filmmaker whose work is
anchored by a deep commitment to social
and climate justice. She joins Scotia to
discuss her most recent project, Assembly
for the Future, a series of digital
gatherings in which participants
collectively imagine better worlds and
new pathways, preparing for a resilient
and community visioned future. We also
hear about Alex’s work as part of the
filmmaking team for In My Blood It Runs,
the critically acclaimed documentary told
through the eyes of 10-year-old Arrernte/
Garrwa boy, Dujuan and his family, and
the power of storytelling as a catalyst
for change.

As National Resilience Adviser for Red
Cross Australia, John Richardson is
someone who spends a lot of time
thinking about disasters — how we make
sense of them, how we can better prepare
for them, and how they transform the
individuals and communities who go
through them. Scotia and John caught
up during Red Cross Australia’s annual
Emergency Preparedness Week to hear
his perspective on the unchartered
waters of 2020 and what lessons we
can learn about resilience, response
and recovery from the unique set of
challenges we are facing. John discusses
how a strong emphasis on social
connectedness is key to building more
resilient communities and reflects on the
value creatives can bring to support the
work of service organisations developing
rigour around preparedness and recovery.

PRODUCTION
TEAM
JESS O’CALLAGHAN

JILL ROBSON

Jess O’Callaghan is the Festival
Manager for Audiocraft. Previously,
she was a producer at ABC Radio
National — she was series producer
on investigative journalism
program Background Briefing,
a producer on RN Drive and the
founding producer of ABC RN’s
politics podcast The Party Room.
Jess has also produced podcasts
All the Best, The Rereaders and for
literary journal Meanjin. Jess has
more than ten years experience
working in commercial, community
and public radio and has presented
at Sydney Writers’ Festival,
Melbourne Writers’ Festival,
Audiocraft and the Emerging
Writers’ Festival.

Jill Robson is a Project Manager
at Creative Recovery Network and
a communications specialist with
more than 15 years experience in
the film and cultural sectors as a
publicist, marketing executive and
communications director. She was
previously Head of Communications
for the Doha Film Institute in Qatar,
Director of Marketing and
Communications for the Asia Pacific
Screen Awards, and regional
publicist and event manager for
Dendy Films and Dendy Cinemas
in Queensland.

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER

Creative Responders is an
initiative of the Creative
Recovery Network hosted by
Executive Officer Scotia
Monkivitch.
The series is produced by
Scotia Monkivitch and
Creative Recovery Network’s
Jill Robson, in collaboration
with Audiocraft — Executive
Producer Jess O’Callaghan,
Sound Engineer Tiffany
Dimmack and Producer Nicole
Hutton. Original music is
composed by Mikey Squire.

SCOTIA MONKIVITCH
PRODUCER / HOST

Scotia is Executive Officer of
Creative Recovery Network, an
organisation dedicated to
advocating and supporting the role
arts and creativity plays within
disaster preparedness and
response. In this role, Scotia has led
the development of a robust
program of tools and support for
artists working in this field.
She has a broad range of
professional experiences in the
community arts and cultural
development sector, specialising in
training, mentoring, strategic
planning, project management,
research and facilitation of
community cultural development
programs and strategies.
Scotia has a performance
background spanning 25 years in
theatre, devised performance,
and coordination of projects and
theatrical productions, installation
performance, film, live-art and
online exchanges. She established
Australian chapter of the
Magdalena International Project,
which gives voice and recognition
to the skills and achievements of
women in theatre.

PRODUCER

TIFFANY DIMMACK
SOUND ENGINEER

NICOLE HUTTON
PRODUCER

Nicole is a young descendent from
the Garawa people. Raised in North
West and North Queensland, her
move to Brisbane awoke her
passion for storytelling for change.
Nicole has spent the past 4 years
committed campaigning with
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander communities who are on
the frontlines of climate change
and fossil fuel extraction. Her goal
is to use storytelling to strengthen
communities and create a
sustainable future.

Tiffany Dimmack is an awardwinning audio producer with over
10 years experience. Recently,
she’s worked on podcasts including
Lumina, Creative Responders and
audio for Swinburne University
and Audible. Tiffany has also
produced original & branded
podcasts for Nova Entertainment
including: Confessions of a Train
Wreck, Ovarshare, Addicted, Home
is Where the Heart Is, Meet Me At
The Barre, as well as Focus on
Ability, which won Best Branded
Podcast at the Australian
Commercial Radio Awards in
October 2019.

How to listen

Listen and subscribe for free through
Apple Podcasts, Spotify, Pocketcasts,
Google Podcasts or any other podcast app.
Website
All episodes are available to stream on
the Creative Recovery Network website
at www.creativerecovery.net.au/podcast
where you can also access transcripts
and resources related to each episode.

About Creative Recovery Network
The Creative Recovery Network is a
national network of artists working with
communities as they prepare, respond
and recover from natural disasters.
The Creative Recovery Network works to
demonstrate the value and importance of
arts and culture in building disaster
resilient communities from the ground up,
so that arts and culture are given a ‘seat
at the table’ when preparedness and
response are being planned.
The Creative Recovery Network is
assisted by the Australian Government
through the Australia Council, its arts
funding and advisory body.

